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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Fluoridation

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

There has been significant media attention in the last couple of weeks around Fluoridation with more conflicting messages coming from the State.  At least three councils have received assurances from ministers (other than the Health minister) which contradict what we understand to be current government policy.

On 19 September, Minister Springborg released a media statement, available here.  

“Mr Springborg said councils choosing to continue with the implementation of fluoridation in their relevant water supplies will still be able to claim up to 100% of eligible capital costs for installation.

There is capital assistance for infrastructure through the Queensland Fluoridation Capital Assistance Program and this is expected to continue through to June 30, 2014,” he said.

Councils that have already been funded to provide fluoridation will be required to continue their fluoridated supply.

Larger councils that have not yet begun to fluoridate their water will still be required to do so under the legislation.”

The Local Government Association of Queensland is writing to ministers shortly seeking clarification on the conflicting announcements.  We believe from our discussions with government representatives that the information contained in the press release from Minister Springborg is consistent with the current government position.  Further, the Health Minister will be issuing letters to water service providers still required to fluoridate schemes in 2012/13 clarifying any outstanding matters including exemption requests.

It is clear that appropriate departmental communication channels are not being observed which is serving to fuel community speculation and create significant frustration among members.  Only formal communications from Queensland Health on fluoridation should be considered credible in this environment.  If you need to discuss further, please contact Dave Cameron at dcameron@qldwater.com.au (ph. 0407 761 991).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.  Update on ERA 63 Streamlining

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

STP Development Approval Guidelines - ERA 63

In e-Flash # 174 qldwater called for additional interest from service providers to respond to draft guidelines being developed by EHP and also for nominations from members to join an ERA 63 expert panel. This panel has now met twice and provided considerable input to the development of the new EHP guidelines. The result is a document that takes industry needs into account. The final draft of the document is available to members on the website and the future of these guidelines will be passed on in future e-flashes. We would like to thank all councils that have provided time and input into this consultation process which has yielded strong positive response for the industry. We also acknowledge the excellent consultation process being adopted by EHP. For further information or to express interest in joining the group, please contact Rob.

Code of Environmental Compliance for Pumping Stations - ERA 63(3)

Further to the update on progress on this Code (see e Flash 175), approval processes have progressed to the final step and we anticipate the Code will be available for use in November.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. IWC Water Leadership Program

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The International Water Centre (IWC) is currently recruiting for the second round of the Water Leadership Program. This program helps emerging water leaders to develop the abilities they need to exert influence, drive change, lead teams and advance challenging integrated water management projects — abilities associated with the most effective integrated water management leaders. 

This nine-month program starts in December 2012 and people who are interested should apply online by 16 November. Note that participants will need to travel to Brisbane once for 5 days (in mid February 2013); the remainder of the program can be conducted at distance/online. Costs can be spread over two financial years if needed. 

The program is supported by AWA and WSAA. For more information (including a short video), see: http://www.watercentre.org/education/leadership/overview.
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